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GLOSSARY
• Aristocracy – the highest class in society;

the nobility
• Bootleg – illegally made, smuggled liquor 
• Chaos – complete confusion
• Cognac – (pronounced kawn-yak) – a

high quality brandy (liquor)
• Compensation – payment
• Conservatory – a special school for the

arts, especially music
• Contradiction – a statement of the 

opposite
• Dictator – a ruler with total power,

including the power of life and death 
• Enduring – long lasting
• Essayist – an author who writes (usually)

short pieces expressing opinions on a 
variety of subjects

• Impose – force or require
• Intervened – come between—in this

case, speak up for
• Intriguing – fascinating, arousing the 

curiosity of
• Mucus – a slimy substance secreted by a 

mucous membrane (mucous membrane is 
what you feel on the inside of your cheeks)

• Opera – a play set to music, usually 
including soloists trained in classical style,
elaborate costumes and sets, orchestral 
accompaniment

• Phonetic – symbols (letters) that 
represent sounds

• Piano concerto – a long composition 
for piano soloist with orchestral 
accompaniment

• Piano score – a copy of a musical work in
which the orchestral parts are rewritten for 
a pianist to play

• Privations – hardships, lack of comforts or 
necessities

• Prohibition – the period (1920-1933) 
when the manufacture and sale of alcoholic 
beverages was forbidden by law in the 
United States

• Reconciled – be friendly again after an 
argument 

• Romance language – a language, like 
French or Italian, that descended from Latin 
(Roman_Romance)

• Slavic language – the languages 
spoken by Central and Eastern Europeans 
that descended from Greek

• Suffragettes – women seeking the right to 
vote through organized protest

• Tempo – the speed at which music is or 
should be played

• Tyranny – cruel and random use of 
authority

• Virtuoso – a person highly skilled in the 
technique of fine art, especially music

Let’s Look At The Music  – Continued from page 6
The Silver Sleigh Bells, you find the words “Allegro, ma non tanto” meaning,
“lively, but not too much.” The second movement is titled:The Mellow Wedding
Bells “Lento” (Slowly); movement 3:The Loud Alarum Bells “Presto” (very quickly);
movement 4:The Mournful Iron Bells “Lento lugubre” (Slow, mournful).

Our musical example is from the piano score of the first movement. Look at 
the example. You see eight lines of music (staves), each of which represents the
notes for a specific voice or instrument. Starting at the top, the first four lines
are the chorus: line 1: sopranos, line 2: altos, line 3: tenors, line 4: basses. The fifth
line is for tenor soloist. The sixth line is a special line showing some important 
orchestral music that has not been included for the piano to play. Line seven is
the right hand music for the pianist; line eight is the left hand music for pianist.

The key signature (four flats) tells us we are probably in the key of either A-flat
major or f minor, but look at all those extra sharp and natural signs!  At this point
in the music we are not in either of those keys, but are moving through a variety
of tonalities.

There are three measures in this example, and above the third bar line there is a
number 23 with a rectangle around it. This is a “rehearsal number” which gives
the conductor, orchestra, and chorus a reference point during rehearsals. If there
is a correction to be made, it is easy for the conductor to say,“Everyone start at
rehearsal number 23.”

Look at the words. There is an English version, and a phonetic version of the
Russian language. Compare the notes of the tenor chorus line with the notes of
the tenor soloist. Oddly, they are singing the same pitches, but have different
words. This is a very complex piece of music, which is why it continues to be
performed nearly 100 years after it was written!
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Notes  More than

2[3Concert Insights in Words & Music
Enhance your experience by visiting 
www.choralarts.org for program notes, 
concert interviews, and musical excerpts

Education and Community Programs
The Choral Arts Society of Washington provides 
this study guide and many other programs for 
students and concert attendees as part of the
Department of Education and Community
Programs.  For more information about all of the
education and community outreach programs at
the Choral Arts Society of Washington, please 
visit www.choralarts.org/community.html
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Just for Fun!
Speaking Russian
Below you will find four versions of the same line from the poem The Bells, by Edgar Allen Poe. The first line is as Poe
wrote it. The second line is as it was rewritten to translate into the Russian (got that?). The third line gives you a look at
the line written in the Cyrillic alphabet, which is used in Russia. The fourth line is a phonetic pronunciation of the
Russian language version, giving singers who do not speak Russian a way to sing in Russian.

Say the second line out loud. Now try to say the fourth line out loud. How did you do?  Just from this very small  sample,
can you tell some of the differences between the sounds of the English and Russian languages?  Did you hold your lips,
tongue, and teeth in a slightly different position when you tried to say the Russian pronunciation?  

Now look at the third line—would you like to learn how to read Russian?  As you can 
see, the letters of the alphabet are very different, so it would be more of a challenge
than learning French, Italian, or some other language that uses our familiar 
A, B, C’s.

1. Hear the sledges with the bells - Silver bells!
2. Listen, hear the silver bells!  Silver bells!
3. ëÔ˚¯Ë¯¸, Ï˜‡ÚÒfl ‚˙ fl‰˙, å˜‡ÚÒfl ‚˙ fl‰˙.
4. Sl~yshysh, sani mchatsa vryad, mchatsa vryad.




